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Rendez-Vous 2020:  
Faith Gone Wild! 

A Gathering for Youth, Young Adults and Their Leaders 

August 11-14, 2020, University of Calgary 

Theme and background for leadership 

This document has been created to support those offering leadership at “Rendez-Vous 2020: 

Faith Gone Wild!” as you prepare your keynote presentations, workshops, worship, and music.  

We offer these themes to help you fit your work and your vision into the broader event. At the 

same time, we hope you will be creative and respond to the Spirit as you plan your contribution 

to Rendez-Vous 2020.  

What is Rendez-Vous?   

Rendez-Vous is a triennial event where youth, young adults, and their leaders from The United 

Church of Canada (and beyond) come together to worship, to dream, to connect, and celebrate 

together as the body of Christ. Rendez-Vous 2020 provides a showcase for local, regional, and 

national ministry ideas, speakers, and musicians.  

The audience 

We expect up to 700 attendees, including participants, volunteers, guests and leadership. 

Programming focuses on young people, split roughly between youth (age 14-18) and young 

adults (age 19-30).  

The audience consists mainly of young people who are members of or associated with The 

United Church of Canada, a progressive Protestant Christian denomination in Canada. (For 

more about The United Church of Canada, visit https://united-church.ca.) 
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The theme, “Faith Gone Wild”   

Rendez-Vous 2020 supports young people in The United Church of Canada and beyond as they 

live out a bold and unapologetic faith in the ministry of Jesus Christ. Three thematic threads 

hold together our vision of faith for a new generation.  

Bold Faith  

We declare an unapologetic faith in the identity and ministry of Jesus Christ. We recognize that 

young people hear the call to live out their faith in community and to share the redemptive 

promise of grace.  

Brave spaces   

We create inclusive opportunities to learn, to share, and to celebrate new relationships. We 

recognize that young people hear the call to learn from each other, to live together in 

understanding and appreciation of all our differences, and to share our common humanity. 

Brazen grace   

We celebrate a living community of generosity, hope and inclusion that seeks to realize the 

kingdom of God. We recognize that young people hear the call to bring justice and peace into 

the world, to live in respect with creation, and to bridge the differences that divide us.  

Statement on Inclusion and Diversity  

Rendez-Vous 2020 recognizes the contribution of many peoples and cultures to The United 

Church of Canada and to. All are welcome to participate in witness and celebration of the 

ministry of Jesus Christ, regardless of race, national or ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual 

orientation, gender expression, family status, genetic characteristics, and ability.  

We recognize the gifts and contributions of all in constituting the body of Christ. We recognize 

the courage of those who seek to join with us in celebration, and we commit to creating 

inclusive, accessible spaces that respect and welcome and reflect the cultural, ethnic, linguistic 

and gender diversity of The United Church of Canada.  

Statement on Indigenous participation  

At Rendez-Vous 2020, we honour the Indigenous communities, past and present, who have 

shaped and continue to shape the identity and mission of The United Church of Canada. We 

recognize Indigenous communities of faith as equal partners in The United Church of Canada. 

We celebrate the important contributions of the distinctive cultures, languages and spiritual 
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traditions of Indigenous peoples to witness and ministry of the church. We affirm the 

important role of young Indigenous people in leading the church towards respect, 

understanding and justice for all peoples and communities sharing the land.   

Some Biblical images 

The Design Team finds many stories and images in scripture to support our hopes and dreams 

for “Rendez-Vous 2020: Faith Gone Wild!” 

Insert content here: 

 Isaiah 40:3, Matthew 3:3, Mark 1:3, Luke 3:4, John 1:23, the voice of one calling in the 

wilderness boldly proclaims God’s grace 

 2 Corinthians 3, a new covenant with God through Christ calls us to a bold faith 

 Hebrew 4:14-16, we can approach God with boldness and find mercy and grace 

 2 Corinthians 4, even though we are clay vessels, we do not lose heart 

 Deuteronomy 2:7, Psalm 138, we know that God walks with us, and gives us strength 

The Design Team is hopeful that all leaders and participants will offer keen insights and 

challenge all of us. We were inspired by scripture; please feel free to use our musings as 

context for your work, or let the Spirit move you in different directions! 

The Shape of Rendez-Vous 2020 

Rendez-vous 2020 is divided into three age-based streams:  

1. youth (14-18) 

2. young adults (19-30) 

3. youth leaders (everyone else) 

Each day begins with a common gathering to listen to a keynote speaker, sing, move, and 

worship together.  

Participants then go forth to explore and learn within their own streams, establishing 

community with their peers, taking part in workshops, activities, service and exposure trips and 

just having fun. 

If you are planning an activity and believe it is best suited to a specific age group, please inform 

the design team so that we can promote your option accordingly. If you prefer an 

intergenerational group, please let us know that as well. 
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Our hopes for Rendez-Vous 2020 

To be developed 

Notes about plenary, worship and music, Sabbath stations and 

home groups  

All programming (with the exception of exposure trips) will take place on campus at the 

University of Calgary. Volunteers, participants and leaders must comply with University of 

Calgary policies and regulations and MacEwan Student Centre Policies.  

Plenary speakers 

The Design Team is keen for the plenary sessions to be authentic and to challenge participants, 

leaders and guests to live out their “Faith Gone Wild.” Keynotes will have depth, offer broad 

insights, and be motivating. The plenary sessions will follow times of inspirational worship. 

They can be very interactive and engaging. 

Plenary speakers will present for up to 45 minutes to an audience of up to 700. 

Worship and music 

A variety of worship and music styles will be offered at Rendez-Vous.  We hope that the music 

and worship will uplift us in the moment and provide inspiration for participants to try new 

things in their own contexts. 

Worship and music leaders will present for up to 45 minutes to an audience of up to 700. 

Workshops 

Workshops introduce young people and their leaders to new and exciting ways to deepen and 

live out their faith together and in the community, and will be loosely organized around the 

three themes of the event: bold faith, brave spaces and brazen grace.  

Workshops will take place in small breakout rooms equipped with desks and chairs. Workshop 

duration is 45 minutes, for an expected audience of between 10 and 25.  

Please let us know if you expect to make use of multi-media technologies or if your activity has 

special requirements for space, room configuration or other equipment.  

Sabbath stations 

Stations will be set up for participants to experience various spiritual practices.  While Pray 

options will give background and explanation as well as experiences to help develop 
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spirituality, the Sabbath stations will provide opportunity to deeply engage in spiritual 

practices. 

Sabbath stations will be animated periodically, and should expect an audience of up to 30. 

Home groups 

Each day participants will have a time to check-in at all levels (spiritually, physically, 

emotionally) with a leader and a few other participants. Optional for young adults and leaders, 

youth will be required to be part of a small group. Materials and training will be provided to 

home group leaders to assist in this important ministry. 

Home group leaders will spend up to two hours each day leading faith formation activities and 

spiritual practices. Home groups will consist of one or two leaders and up to 20 youth or young 

adults. 
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